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continuing to fight and to push to keep inching
our country closer and closer to our ideals.

That’s how a band of colonials were able to
create this incredible country, just out of an
idea, a revolutionary idea. That’s how the
greatest generation was able to overcome more
than a decade of war and depression to build
the greatest middle class on Earth. That’s how
we got the civil rights movement. That’s how
we got the women’s rights movement. Inch by
inch, step by step. Change is hard, and it takes
time. But in America, it’s always been possible.

And so I hope that all of you recommit your-
selves and feel just as energized about 2012 as
you did in 2008. And I’ll remind you of some-
thing else that I said back then. I said, I am not
a perfect man and I will not be a perfect Presi-
dent. Michelle can testify to that. [Laughter]
But you know what I also promised in 2008? I
said I would always tell you what I believe. I
will always tell you where I stand. And I’ll wake
up every single day fighting for you and that vi-
sion of America that we share.

So if all of you still believe, if all of you still
have hope—you may not have the old post-
ers from 2008—[laughter]—but if you share
that vision and determination to see it
through, if you are willing to do just what you
did in 2008 and maybe even a little more
knocking on doors and making phone calls
and getting people involved and getting peo-
ple engaged, I guarantee you we will not just
win an election, but more importantly, we
will continue this country on a journey that
makes sure that our children and our grand-
children have a better future. And we will re-
mind the entire world just why it is that the
United States of America is the greatest
country on Earth.

Thank you very much, everybody. God bless
you. God bless America. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:12 a.m. at
the Aulani Disney Resort & Spa. In his re-
marks, he referred to Jeffrey R. Stone, found-
er, The Resort Group; and Robert Torrey, for-
mer teacher, Punahou School.

Message to the Senate Regarding the Agreement on Port State Measures To
Prevent, Deter, and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated Fishing
November 14, 2011

To the Senate of the United States:

I transmit herewith, for the advice and con-
sent of the Senate to its ratification, the Agree-
ment on Port State Measures to Prevent, De-
ter, and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported, and Un-
regulated Fishing, done at the Food and Agri-
culture Organization of the United Nations, in
Rome, Italy, on November 22, 2009 (the
“Agreement”). I also transmit, for the informa-
tion of the Senate, the report of the Depart-
ment of State with respect to the Agreement.

The Agreement established, for the first
time at the global level, legally binding mini-
mum standards for port states to control port
access by foreign fishing vessels, as well as by
foreign transport and supply ships that support
fishing vessels. The Agreement also encourages
Parties to apply similar measures to their own
vessels. Involved Federal agencies and stake-

holders strongly support the Agreement. The
Agreement establishes practical provisions to
prevent fish from illegal, unreported, and un-
regulated fisheries from entering the stream of
commerce. If widely ratified and properly im-
plemented, the Agreement will thereby serve
as a valuable tool in combating illegal, unre-
ported, and unregulated fishing worldwide.

The legislation necessary to implement the
Agreement will be submitted separately to the
Congress. I recommend that the Senate give
early and favorable consideration to this Agree-
ment and give its advice and consent to ratifi-
cation.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
November 14, 2011.
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Statement on Congressional Passage of Legislation To Provide Tax Credits
To Aid Businesses Hiring Veterans
November 16, 2011

I want to congratulate Republicans and
Democrats in Congress for coming together to
pass these tax credits that will encourage busi-
nesses to hire America’s veterans. No veteran
who fought for our country should have to fight
for a job when they come home. That’s why I
proposed these tax credits back in August, and

I look forward to signing them into law. This is
a good first step, but it is only a step. Congress
needs to pass the rest of my “American Jobs
Act” so that we can create jobs and put money
in the pockets of the middle class.

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 674.

The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister Julia E. Gillard of
Australia in Canberra, Australia
November 16, 2011

Prime Minister Gillard. Good evening, one
and all. I take this opportunity to very warmly
welcome President Obama to Australia for his
first visit as President. President Obama is no
stranger to our shores, having visited Australia
before, but it is a special delight to have him
here for his first visit as President. And it
comes at an important time in our nation’s his-
tory and in the history of our region.

We will be looking back during this visit.
We’ll be looking back at 60 years of the AN-
ZUS alliance. We’ll be looking back 10 years to
the dreadful day of 9/11, a day we all remem-
ber with great sorrow. And we will be reflect-
ing on those events. But we will be looking for-
ward.

We live in the growing region of the world
whose global—contribution to global growth is
a profound one. We live in a region which is
changing, changing in important ways. And as
a result of those changes, President Obama
and I have been discussing the best way of our
militaries cooperating for the future.

So I’m very pleased to be able to announce
with President Obama that we’ve agreed joint
initiatives to enhance our alliance, 60 years old
and being kept robust for tomorrow. It is a new
agreement to expand the existing collaboration
between the Australian Defence Force and the
U.S. Marine Corps and the U.S. Air Force.
What this means in very practical detail is from
mid-2012, Australia will welcome deployments

of a company-sized rotation of 200 to 250 ma-
rines in the Northern Territory for around 6
months at a time.

Over a number of years, we intend to build
on this relationship in a staged way to a full
force of around 2,500 personnel. That is a full
Marine Air Ground Task Force.

A second component of these initiatives,
which we have agreed, is greater access by U.S.
military aircraft to the Royal Australian Air
Force facilities in our country’s north. This will
involve more frequent movements of U.S. mil-
itary aircraft into and out of northern Australia.
Now, taken together, these two initiatives
make our alliance stronger, they strengthen
our cooperation in our region.

We are a region that is growing economical-
ly. But stability is important for economic
growth too. And our alliance has been a bed-
rock of stability in our region. So building on
our alliance through this new initiative is about
stability. It will be good for our Australian De-
fence Force to increase their capabilities by
joint training, combined training, with the U.S.
Marines and personnel. It will mean that we
are postured to better respond together, along
with other partners in the Asia-Pacific, to any
regional contingency, including the provision
of humanitarian assistance and dealing with
natural disasters.

In addition to discussing this global force
posture review by the United States and these
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